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Sir: 

An Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance accompanied the Notice 
of Allowability recently issued in connection with the above-identified application. 
The Statement notes that that "the prior art of record does not teach or render 
obvious an apparatus for harvesting a blood vessel comprising a distal cone portion 
through which a manipulator fork extends such that when the manipulator for is fully 
retracted it is not able to pass through the cone portion." 

This paper is filed to clarify the record with respect to the comments in the 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance. It is understood that the comments in the 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance are not intended as a verbatim extraction of the 
language in each of the independent claims of this application. 

Thus, it is also understood that the Comments are not intended to suggest 
that all of the allowed independent claims in this application contain the particular 
language and features specifically mentioned in the Statement. That is, Applicants 
submit that the comments in the Statement of Reasons for Allowance are not 

Buchanan Ingersoll A Rooney pc 

Attorneys & Government Relations Professionals 


Attorney's Docket No. 1033528-000001 
Application No. 10/614,183 

Page 2 


intended to imply that the allowed claims in this application recite anything different 
than that which the claims themselves recite, or equivalents thereof. 

In sum, the undersigned submits that the claims in this application are 
allowable because the prior art does not disclose or suggest the claimed invention as 
recited in each of the independent claims. 

Should any questions arise in connection with this application, or if the 
Examiner disagrees in any way with these Comments, the undersigned respectfully 
requests that she be contacted at the number indicated below. 
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